
     

 

 

 
 

 

 

Upper School 

2018-2019 

Summer Reading IB Language and Literature SL 
 

IB Language and Literature SL Grades 11 & 12 – John Alter 

 

1) Choose one of the following texts to read over Summer break: 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower,Stephen Chbosky 

The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Animal Farm,George Orwell 

A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini 

 

2) Students will close read each text they have chosen to read for summer work. This is difficult for some 

students because they have been taught to respect books and to preserve them so that others may enjoy 

them.  In order to study them carefully, the student must underline specific passages and ideas in order to 

locate them later for further review, and there is no better show of respect for an author than engaged 

reading.  The kind of notes the student takes are a personal matter, but it is strongly recommended that 

they include the following: 

  Underlining in the text   

 words, phrases, sentences or (rarely) whole passages that the student finds to be of particular 

beauty, interest, or importance 

 unfamiliar vocabulary words to be looked up in the dictionary  

 passages that the student wishes to bring up in class discussion 

 the introduction of characters  and character description 

 important events 

 examples of literary techniques and terms 

 examples of an author’s individual style 

 anything that is “noteworthy” 

 

 Marginal Notes – reminders as to why a passage was underlined 

 new discovery such as “setting is Gulf Stream/Cuba” or “boarding school” or “84 days/no 

fish” 

 short phrase referring to an important event such as “Pudge gets nickname” or “line cuts old 

man’s hands” 

 reference to literary terms such as “foreshadowing, metaphor, and allusion” etc. 

 comparison to another work such as “contrast with Ponyboy in The Outsiders” 

 any thematic reference such as “man against nature” or “desire for individuality”  

 any repeated usage like “eye motif”  or “DiMaggio”, or “animal imagery”  

 change in narrative voice 

 anything “noteworthy” 

 v. for a an unfamiliar word the needs a definition 

 notes needing amplification should be written in a notebook with class notes and reflective 

journal. 
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3) Students should complete the following IXL exercises – 11th Grade, A1, B1 and C1. NOTE:  To 

receive credit for IXL work, students MUST complete these exercises in their The Calverton School IXL 

Account at www.ixl.com/signin/calverton.  

 

4) All students in IB Language and Literature are required to have a licensed copy of Scapple on their 

computers.  This program will be used nearly daily in class to take notes and to make presentations.  It can 

be purchased from http:www.literatureandlatte.com at the educational price of $12.00 for a lifetime 

license.  I recommend students new to Scapple watch the onsite video tutorial or watch the tutorial videos 

on YouTube. 
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