
Summer Reading

Even though I will not be assigning

mandatory  summer assignments, I want

everyone to have the opportunity to

continue to learn, and to refine their

learning, during our break. 

 

Please find below the suggested summer

assignment for the IB History course.

Remember, this is not mandatory. However,

completion will result in an extension grade

to start the new year off strong. If you have

any questions please do not hesitate to reach

out!

 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Studds

 

 



Summer Reading

Read the following, then complete one of the

below options. Copies of the book can be

bought on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and

Books A Million. 

 

 

Nicholas and Alexandra: The Classic

Account of the Fall of the Romanov Dynasty

By: Robert K. Massie 

 

 



Option 1: 

Pre-Debate Structured

Notes

Step 1 : Purchase a college ruled composition

book. Alternatively, you can purchase a Scapple

license from the link provided if you do not

already have one:

https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scapple/ove

rview

 

Step 2: Read a section of the text. Read just

enough to keep an understanding of the material.

Do not take notes, but rather focus on

understanding the material. 

 

Step 3: Review the material. Locate the main

ideas, as well as important sub-points. Set the

book aside. Paraphrase this information.

 

Step 4: Create a title for the section you just read.

Write, or type, the paraphrased ideas as your

notes. Do not copy information directly from the

textbook. Add only enough detail to understand.

Review, and compare your notes with the text,

and ask yourself if you truly understand. 

 

Step 5: Return to your book and find at least 2

important quotes for this section. At the bottom

of your notes, record those two quotes, including

their page numbers, and write a small annotation

for why they are pivotal to understanding that

section.



Option 1: 

Pre-Debate Structured

Notes

You will complete the 5 step process above for the

entirety of the book. This assignment is not a

stand-alone assignment but a primer for a debate

that those who elect to complete this optional

assignment will have upon our return to school.

 

 Your grade for this assignment will be based on

the quality of your notes and your ability to

participate effectively in the scheduled debate.

 

 



Option 2: 

 Deconstruction Essay

Step 1: Complete the deconstruction assignment

attached to this email. You may type this or print

out the form and fill it out by hand. All answers

must be in complete sentences.

 

Step 2: Compose a five-paragraph essay

answering the following prompt: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Your essay should be typed, doublespaced, and

utilizing size 12 Times New Roman font. See

below for additional checkpoints.

To what extent does the author portray the Romanov downfall to

be the sole fault of Nicholas II? Compare and contrast this

author's opinion with the opinions of other historians within this

field.

 

Be sure to address both sides of the argument at length in your

essay using direct quotes and evidence from both the book and

documents written by professional historians.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Option 2: 

 Deconstruction Essay

An introduction paragraph, which helps set the context of the

essay

A thesis statement, which indicates your position on the

question presented, and is located at the conclusion of the

Three body paragraphs that each focus on a specific and

separate argument related to your thesis

Each body paragraph should open with a sentence stating the

theme or argument of that paragraph

Ideally, each body paragraph has a MINIMUM of 2-3 points

(accompanied by analysis) it makes to solidify

Each body paragraph should strive to conclude with a closing

sentence that either summarizes the argument

Specific evidence taken from the book or from further research,

utilized in the body paragraphs to support your

Any research, from the book or external, that is incorporated

should be cited

A closing paragraph that revisits the arguments provided as

well as stresses the importance or significance

Your essay needs to include the following:

 

 

introduction paragraph

 

 

 

its argument or purpose

 

or helps transition to the next paragraph

 

arguments

 

 

of the topic.

 

 



Additional Sources

Please find below a list of useful resources and

activities that you can engage with over the

summer to keep your historical mind a well-tuned

machine. 

Podcasts

While you're out soaking up some rays, consider listening to one

of these fantastic podcasts that discuss everything from the

usual to the wild to the weird in our world's history!

 

 Be aware, historical podcasts can, at times, discuss more

controversial or adult content so be sure that you have

permission from a parent before listening.

 

Backstory 

30 for 30 

Dan Carlin's Hardcore History 

Throughline

What You Missed in History Class

Uncivil

American History Tellers

The Fantastic History of Food

1619 

Art History for All 

Dressed: The History of Fashion 

The Hit Parade 

Hope, Through History

Ridiculous History 

Revisionist History 

Burnt Toast 

Presidential 

The British History Podcast

Witness History 

ArtCurious 

The History of WWII Podcast 

Historical Blindness 

The History of Rome 

Our Fake History 

The History Chicks 

Unravel 

Sawbones: The Marital Tour of Misguided Medicine 

Distillations 

 



Additional Sources

Movies & TV Shows 

Check out this fantastic website called Teaching With Movies.

They have hundreds of films covering all sorts of subjects. The

link below specifically covers the best of their World History

recommendations. However, feel free to peruse their entire

catologue. 

 

Consider starting a family movie club.Have each member pick a

different film from the list each week throughout the summer.

Designate that person the discussion leader, and have them

craft a series of questions for a round table discussion after your

viewing. Encourage group members to do family research about

the event being portrayed prior to viewing, so as to give

yourselves a wider breadth of knowledge for discussion. 

 

http://teachwithmovies.org/the-best-of-twm-world-history-for-

high-school/

 

You can extend this activity to cover TV shows and

documentaries within a historical context as well. Netflix, Hulu,

and Amazon Prime have dozens of fantastic shows and

documentaries to choose from. So really, the sky is the limit!

 

 Be aware, historical films and shows are notorious for their

portrayals of adult content so be sure that you have permission

from a parent before viewing.

 



Additional Sources

Books 

 

Much like the family movie club, consider starting a family book

club.Have each member pick a different book from the list every

few weeks throughout the summer. Designate that person the

discussion leader, and have them craft a series of questions for a

round table discussion after, or throughout, your reading.

Encourage group members to do family research about the event

being portrayed prior to reading, so as to give yourselves a wider

breadth of knowledge for discussion. 

 

The following are great links to start your book search: 

 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/history/_/N-

29Z8q8Z11km

 

https://www.amazon.com/Best-Sellers-Books-

History/zgbs/books/9

 

Additionally, if you read 3 history books over the summer and

write a 500 word book review for each, I will give extra points to

start of the school year! 

 

Be aware, books, like historical films and shows, are notorious

for their portrayals of adult content so be sure that you have

permission from a parent before reading.



Additional Sources

Practice!!!

 

Consider running through the modules at the following Library

of Congress link at least once while on your break: 

 

https://www.thinkport.org/tps/research-learning-modules.html

 

 Once you've done so, consider using what you learned from your

films, podcasts, and books, to write short essays (one for each

book, podcast series, or film you viewed/listened to) answering

the following question: 

 

To what extent does the (film, book, or podcast) reflect the

historical truth of its topic or event as determined by

professional historians.  

 

Monitor and gauge your work using the rules provided in the

Option 2 Summer Work above. If you would like, you may also

send these to me over the summer for critiques. The more you

practice these techniques, especially formally addressing the

historiography of a subject, the better off you will be for next

year. 

 

Anyone who completes a series of 3 essays to go along with

either a book they read, film they viewed, or podcast they

listened to, will receive extra points at the start of the year. 

 

Note: These extra points do not stack with the Book extra credit.

So choose one. 


