
 

 

 

Middle School  

2022 - 2023 

Summer Reading  

Rising Grade 7 English 

 

The books listed below are required but are not provided by the school. You can find new and used copies anywhere books 

are sold. 

 

Follow the guidelines below. PLEASE feel free to contact me if you get stuck, have questions, or need help: 

sdempsey@calvertonschool.org 

1) Read A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court by Mark Twain 

To accompany your reading, PLEASE KEEP A READER’S JOURNAL. Guidelines are on the next page. 

A Connecticut Yankee in king Arthur's Court is an 1889 novel by American humorist and writer Mark Twain. 

The book was originally titled A Yankee in King Arthur's Court. Some early editions are titled 

A Yankee at the Court of King Arthur. 

In the book, a Yankee engineer from Connecticut named Hank Morgan receives a severe blow 

to the head and is somehow transported in time and space to England during the reign of King 

Arthur. After some initial confusion and his capture by one of Arthur's knights, Hank realizes 

that he is actually in the past, and he uses his knowledge to make people believe that he is a 

powerful magician. He attempts to modernize the past in order to make people's lives better, 

but in the end he is unable to prevent the death of Arthur and an interdict against him by the 

Catholic Church of the time, which grows fearful of his power.  

 

2) Read a second literary work. Choose from the list below. Please bring this book with you on the first day of 

school, as we will be working on a small project. You do NOT need to keep a journal for this book. 

 

Catherine, Called Birdy, Karen Cushman  

 

"Corpus Bones! I utterly loathe my life." 
Catherine feels trapped. Her father is determined to marry her off to a rich man--any rich man, no 

matter how awful. But by wit, trickery, and luck, Catherine manages to send several would-be 

husbands packing. Then a shaggy-bearded suitor from the north comes to call--by far the oldest, 

ugliest, most revolting suitor of them all. Unfortunately, he is also the richest. Can a sharp-tongued, 

high-spirited, clever young maiden with a mind of her own actually lose the battle against an ill-

mannered, piglike lord and an unimaginative, greedy toad of a father? Deus! Not if Catherine has 

anything to say about it! 

 

The Midwife's Apprentice, Karen Cushman 

about:blank


 

 

 

From the author of Catherine, Called Birdy comes another spellbinding novel set in medieval 

England. The girl known only as Brat has no family, no home, and no future until she meets Jane 

the Midwife and becomes her apprentice. As she helps the sharp-tempered Jane deliver babies, 

Brat--who renames herself Alyce--gains knowledge, confidence, and the courage to want 

something from life: "A full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world." Medieval village 

life makes a lively backdrop for the funny, poignant story of how Alyce gets what she wants. A 

concluding note discusses midwifery past and present. A Newbery Medal book. 

 

 

 

 

The Adventures of Sir Lancelot the Great, Gerald Morris, Aaron Renier  

 

Many years ago, the storytellers say, the great King Arthur brought justice to England with the help of his gallant 

Knights of the Round Table. Of these worthy knights, there was never one so fearless, so chivalrous, 

so honorable, so…shiny as the dashing Sir Lancelot, who was quite good at defending the helpless 

and protecting the weak, just as long as he’d had his afternoon nap. Behold the very exciting and very 

funny adventures of Lancelot the Great, as only acclaimed Arthurian author Gerald Morris can tell 

them. 

 

Online Booksellers: 

amazon  barnesandnoble  betterworldbooks powells 
 thriftbooks betterworldbooks bookshop booksellerusa (may not have all 

titles) 

 

3) IXL LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Log into your IXL account for GRADE 6 (DO NOT COMPLETE ANY WORK IN GRADE 7) 

 You can choose those skills in which you feel you need the most practice. 

 DO NOT work on exercises that your class has already completed this year  

 You must work on an exercise until you achieve a score of 90 or BETTER to receive credit 

 You decide how many exercises to complete, and your work will be graded accordingly: 

o 20 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive an A+/100 

o 15 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive B+ 

o 10 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive C+ 

o 5 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive D+ 

o Less than 5 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive INCOMPLETE  
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Guidelines for reader’s journal: 

 Pick a journal or notebook: DO NOT keep your journal online. 

 Include an entry header indicating date and a title: Each time you sit down to read, make an entry.  Entries do not 

need to be the same length or the same type. Note page numbers referred to. 

 Make some entries creative: If you are artistic, draw or paint something that caught your imagination; if you are 

a poet, write poems or lyrics about something that happened or about a character or place.  Make a map, showing 

where events take place, or where the character has travelled. Make a chart or mind map of all the characters and 

their relationships. 

 Make some entries academic following any of the suggestions below:  

 Personal thoughts and reactions: Be reflective; think about why you may be responding the way you are. 

Leave room for recording later reflections on the same topic/event/character. One way to do this is to take 

notes on the left-hand page of notebook and reserve the right-hand page for later additions, comments, 

questions, and so on. 

 Comments/questions on plot, structure, point of view, characterization, or setting:  

 Plot: What is the main conflict/minor conflicts? How are conflicts related? What causes them? Where does 

the climax occur and what causes it? How is conflict resolved? Do some conflicts go unresolved? 

 Narrative Structure: Is the narrative chronological, or does it jump around in time, with flashbacks? Does 

the writer use foreshadowing?  Irony? 

 Point of view: Who tells the story? Do you trust the narrator to give an honest account of events and 

characters, or is the narrator obviously biased? How does the narrator affect your reading of the story? 

 Characterization: How are characters introduced and developed?  Who do you find sympathetic and whom 

do you dislike?  How and why do characters change? What do they learn? What problems do they have? Do 

they have traits that contradict one another and therefore cause internal conflicts? Do they experience 

epiphanies?  

 Setting: Where does the action take place? (Think not only about geographic location but also physical 

space: indoors, outdoors, small rooms, palatial homes, etc.) Describe this place. At what period in history 

does the action unfold? What is going on in society at that time that is affecting the character or causing 

conflict? 

 Quote and comment: Record and discuss favorite or interesting quotes in your journal 

 Final impact of the story. At the end of the book, take some time to record the overall impact the story had 

on you. Did the story flow well and keep you engaged, or did it feel uneven? What impact did characters 

have, if any, on you personally?  

 

5) Preparing for Middle School English – Supplies needed 

1 composition notebook (sewn pages NOT spiral bound or looseleaf) 



 

 

Pencil case: 

1 pack of highlighters – 5 colors 

1 pack of pens (blue & black ink), erasable allowed  

Set of colored pencils and /or/ markers 

Glue stick(s) 

Scissors 

During the school year, students may need, at any time, tri-fold cardboard displays, large poster paper, 

construction paper, etc, and they are not supplied by the school. 

 


