
 

 

 
Middle School  

2022 - 2023 
Summer Reading 

Rising Grade 8 English 
 
 

The books listed below are required but are not provided by the school. If you cannot find these books in your local 

bookstore, I have found new and used copies through internet shops (links and descriptions of books included in this 

document). 

 

Follow the guidelines below. PLEASE feel free to contact me if you get stuck, have questions, or need help: 

sdempsey@calvertonschool.org 

 

 

1) Read This I Believe: The Personal Philosophies of Remarkable Men and Women  

(This I Believe, 1) by Jay Allison (Editor), Dan Gediman (Editor)      

You will read 12 Essays minimum – For the 6 assigned essays, complete the TIB charts (separate email 

attachment). 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Please read ONE fiction work from this list and KEEP A READER’S JOURNAL. 

FICTION (CHOOSE 1) 

 

Across Five Aprils, Irene Hunt 

 

The Newbery Award-winning author of Up a Road Slowly presents the unforgettable story of Jethro 

Creighton—a brave boy who comes of age during the turbulent years of the Civil War. 

 

In 1861, America is on the cusp of war, and young Jethro Creighton is just nine-years-old. His brother, 

Tom, and his cousin, Eb, are both of fighting age. As Jethro's family is pulled into the conflict between 

the North and the South, loyalties are divided, dreams are threatened, and their bonds are put to the test 

in this heart-wrenching, coming of age story 

 

  

These six (six) essays are mandatory reading: 

1. Be Cool to the Pizza Dude by Sarah Adams (p 7) 

2. In Giving I Connect with Others by Isabel Allende (p 13) 

3. Good Can Be as Communicable as Evil by Norman Corwin (p 40) 

4. The People Who Love You When No One Else Will by Cecile Gilmer (p 75) 

5. Seeing in Beautiful, Precise Pictures by Temple Grandin (p 87) 

6. There is such a thing as Truth by Errol Morris (p 162) 

Choose a minimum of six (6) other essays to read.  

about:blank


 

 

The River Between Us, Richard Peck 

  

 

The year is 1861. Civil war is imminent and Tilly Pruitt's brother, Noah, is eager to go and fight 

on the side of the North. With her father long gone, Tilly, her sister, and their mother struggle to 

make ends meet and hold the dwindling Pruitt family together. Then one night a mysterious girl 

arrives on a steamboat bound for St. Louis. Delphine is unlike anyone the small river town has 

even seen. Mrs. Pruitt agrees to take Delphine and her dark, silent traveling companion in as 

boarders. No one in town knows what to make of the two strangers, and so the rumors fly. Is 

Delphine's companion a slave? Could they be spies for the South? Are the Pruitts traitors? A 

masterful tale of mystery and war, and a breathtaking portrait of the lifelong impact one person 

can have on another. 

 

 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond, Elizabeth George Speare 

In this Newbery Medal–winning novel, a girl faces prejudice and accusations of witchcraft in 

seventeenth-century Connecticut. A classic of historical fiction that continues to resonate across the 

generations. 

Sixteen-year-old Kit Tyler is marked by suspicion and disapproval from the moment she arrives on 

the unfamiliar shores of colonial Connecticut in 1687. Alone and desperate, she has been forced to 

leave her beloved home on the island of Barbados and join a family she has never met. 

Torn between her quest for belonging and her desire to be true to herself, Kit struggles to survive in 

a hostile place. Just when it seems she must give up, she finds a kindred spirit. But Kit’s friendship 

with Hannah Tupper, believed by the colonists to be a witch, proves more taboo than she could have 

imagined and ultimately forces Kit to choose between her heart and her duty. 

Online Booksellers: 
amazon  barnesandnoble  betterworldbooks powells 
 thriftbooks betterworldbooks bookshop booksellerusa (may not have all titles) 

 

3) IXL LANGUAGE ARTS 

 Log into your IXL account for GRADE 7 (DO NOT COMPLETE ANY WORK IN GRADE 8) 

 You can choose those skills in which you need the most practice. 

 DO NOT work on exercises that your class has already completed this year  

 You must work on an exercise until you achieve a score of 90 or BETTER to receive credit 

 You decide how many exercises to complete, and your work will be graded accordingly: 

o 20 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive an A+/100 

o 15 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive B+ 

o 10 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive C+ 

o 5 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive D+ 

o Less than 5 exercises completed at 90% or better will receive INCOMPLETE  
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Guidelines for reader’s journal: 

 Pick a journal or notebook: I would prefer that you DO NOT keep your journal online. 

 Include an entry header indicating date and some kind of title: Each time you sit down to read, make an entry.  

Entries do not need to be the same length or the same type. Note page numbers referred to. 

 Make some entries creative: If you are artistic, draw or paint something that caught your imagination; if you are a 

poet, write poems or lyrics about something that happened or about a character or place.  Make a map, showing 

where events take place, or where the character has travelled. Make a chart or mind map of all the characters and 

their relationships. 

 Make some entries academic: following any of the suggestions below:  

 Personal thoughts and reactions: Be reflective; think about why you may be responding the way you are. 

Leave room for recording later reflections on the same topic/event/character. One way to do this is to take 

notes on the left-hand page of notebook and reserve the right-hand page for later additions, comments, 

questions, and so on. 

 Comments/questions on plot, structure, point of view, characterization, or setting:  

 Plot: What is the main conflict/minor conflicts? How are conflicts related? What causes them? Where does 

the climax occur and what causes it? How is conflict resolved? Do some conflicts go unresolved? 

 Narrative Structure: Is the narrative chronological, or does it jump around in time, with flashbacks? Does the 

writer use foreshadowing?  Irony? 

 Point of view: Who tells the story? Do you trust the narrator to give an honest account of events and 

characters, or is the narrator obviously biased? How does the narrator affect your reading of the story?  

 Characterization: How are characters introduced and developed?  Who do you find sympathetic and whom 

do you dislike?  How and why do characters change? What do they learn? What problems do they have? Do 

they have traits that contradict one another and therefore cause internal conflicts? Do they experience 

epiphanies?  

 Setting: Where does the action take place? (Think not only about geographic location but also physical 

space: indoors, outdoors, small rooms, palatial homes, etc.) Describe this place. At what period in history 

does the action unfold? What is going on in society at that time that is affecting the character or causing 

conflict? 

 Quote and comment: Record and discuss favorite or interesting quotes in your journal 

 Final impact of the story. At the end of the book, take some time to record the overall impact the story had 

on you. Did the story flow well and keep you engaged, or did it feel uneven? What impact did characters 

have, if any, on you personally?  

 

5) Preparing for Middle School English – Supplies needed 

1 composition notebook (sewn pages NOT spiral bound or looseleaf) 



 

 

Pencil case: 

1 pack of highlighters – 5 colors 

1 pack of pens (blue & black ink), erasable allowed  

Set of colored pencils and /or/ markers 

Glue stick(s) 

Scissors 

During the school year, students may need, at any time, tri-fold cardboard displays, large poster paper, 

construction paper, etc, and they are not supplied by the school. 

 

 
 

 

 


