




Meet the Millimeter 

Measure the lengths of the two bugs pictured below. Measure to the 
nearest centimeter: 

�. ­

� 

Both of your measurements were probably the same, but the bugs are 
different lengths! If you want to measure more precisely, you can use 
a smaller unit called a millimeter. You can write millimeter as mm. 

This ruler shows millimeters. The flea is about 1 millimeter long. 
,.� 
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mm 

Which of the following objects is about 1 millimeter long? Write "yes" or "no" 
on each blank. 

----
distance across the 
head of a pin 

___ length of a bumblebee 

___ length of the eraser at 
the end of a pencil 

___ thickness of a paper clip 

Cut out the 20-centimeter tape #2 on page 45. Measure and record the 
length of each picture below in millimeters. Don't forget the antennae. 

Locust _______ Housefly ______ _ 

Moving leaf bug Beetle 

Flea Wood ant 

I remembered to write "millimeter," "millimeters," or "mm" with each answer. D Yes D No
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Mixed-Unit Measurements 

There are many ways to measure the same length. 

1 2 5 6 

This pack rat footprint is 38 millimeters long. 
This pack rat footprint is 3 centimeters 8 millimeters long. 

Use your measuring tape to measure the length of each picture below. 
Measure the length using millimeters only, and then centimeters and 
millimeters together. 
Red squirrel 

__ mm 

mm 

J 
Grasshopper mouse 

L
====cm __ mm (====:: __ mm

�

Cottontail rabbit 

__ cm __ mm 

Whitetail deer 

__ mm __ mm 

__ cm __ mm __ cm __ mm 

If you know a measurement in millimeters, explain how to write the same 
measurement using a combination of centimeters and millimeters. Include a 
specific example in your explanation. 

24 ©1999 by Key Curriculum Press 
Do not duplicate without permission. 








	1 Metric Units of Measure
	2 Measuring in Centimeters
	3 Meet the Millimeter
	4 Centimeters and Millimeters
	5 Mixed Units
	6 Drawing Line Segments
	7 Frog Family
	8 Changing Units of Length



